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March, 2018 
 

Wolf Pack Press 
Saint Anthony Park Elementary School 
2180 Knapp St, St. Paul, MN 55108 
www.spps.org/stanthony T: 651-293-8735 
Principal, Dr. Karen Duke 

 

Exciting times at SAP! 
 
There is a lot more coming so get ready for a busy spring around 
school! 
 
Along with all the physical changes at SAP and fabulous new spaces 
with the library and new classrooms, we have several fun events to be 
sure you put on your calendar. 
 
Family Science Night at SAP titled "Women in Science" will take place 
on April 19th. The annual Spring Carnival and Book Fair. The SAP 
Elementary Talent Show, and Plant Sale are all coming up in May so be 
sure to join us for these wonderful events and continue to support our 
great school. As always watch for more information and volunteer 
opportunities via social media and handouts sent home with your 
students. 
 
Have a great Spring Break! 
 
Andrew McNattin 
SAPSA President 
 

 

 

Lost and Found 

Are you missing anything?  Please check out the lost and 
found.  We would love to play match maker to any missing 

items! 
 

 

 

Upcoming Events 

April 2-6 

No School 

April 9 

Classes resume 

April 10 

Site council -5pm 

SAPSA-6:30pm 

April 17 

Spring Picture Day 

April 19 

Family science night 

April 20 

1st grade artist in residency 

April 20 

2nd grade reading 
celebration 
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Running Club         

Hello! 
 
We have our running club dates set!  Our one-mile race will 
be on May 8th after school.  Practices will be April 19th, 24th, 
26th and May 1st and 3rd, after school until 3:50pm.  Race 
day is May 8th!  Permission slips went home with student’s last 
week.  Please return them along with a suggested donation 
of $5.00 to go towards a Running Club T-Shirt by April 13th. 
 
Thanks,  
Karen Paulsen (PE teacher) 

Saint Anthony Park Talent Show  
 
We think you have talent! 
 
SAP Elementary Talent Show 2018 
Friday, May 11th at 6:30 p.m. at Murray Middle School 
 
All students are invited to audition for, and participate in, the 
student Talent Show.  Auditions take place during school and 
are friendly, not competitive. 
 
Visit the Talent Show website: www.saptalentshow.com for 
information on what to expect, what is not allowed, and for 
online registration. 
Start rehearsing now! 
 
 

   

Construction Update 
 

We have new spaces at St. Anthony Park 
Elementary that are already teeming with 
students!  The new media center, specialized 
service offices, and 7 classrooms were 
opened to students on March 16th.  Through 
the end of the school year, these spaces will 
continue to develop as the media center 
becomes populated with books; the 
classrooms receive operable glass partitions 
over spring break, and the administration 
area moves to its new, temporary location 
(Stay tuned for messages from the school 
regarding this change.)  On March 13th, a 
group of 50+ members of the community 
and staff received a sneak peek at the new 
spaces during a "Think Along" meeting to 
help inform SPPS's Facilities Master Plan going 
forward. 
 
Work is, once again, beginning to move 
along outside the building.  On the roof, one 
can now see a scaffold erected for the 
chimney demolition, which will take place 
during spring break.  Near the existing main 
entry, spring came a bit early.  Just prior to 
the official start of spring, ground thaw 
machines and thermal blankets were placed 
to allow for a water main replacement.  As 
construction fencing was reworked in this 
area to reduce access (off Knapp Street), 
the opposite fencing was reworked to allow 
greater access (off Gordon Ave.) for students 
and families.  We can, once again, walk past 
the whole main entry facade!  Following the 
water main replacement and demolition of 
the existing administrative wing, we will start 
to see the final building addition taking 
shape. 
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  Spotlight on Ms. Krider 
  

What makes you happiest in the spring? 

I am made happy by the softness of the air. I really enjoy the cool mud on 
my boots contrasted with the warmth of the sun on my face. Spring is a 
reminder of the color green and the noisy shrieks of children 
playing.  However, what makes me happiest in spring is being able to go 
on a walk in the daylight after dinner.  

What has been your favorite spring break trip recently? 

When I was younger I always went somewhere warm for spring break, but 
for the past four years my family went skiing in Montana and it was a blast. 
The intense sun in the mountains made it relatively warm and swooshing 
down the slopes under blue sky was awesome. 
 
How did you decide to become a teacher? 

I am the 4th generation in my family to be a teacher, and for years after 
college I resisted the pull.  When I got a job (working with Mrs. Ann Johnson 
amongst others!) as an EA in a non-traditional school, I felt at home for the 
first time in my working life. I loved the kids. Then I went back to school for 
my licensure and my master’s degree and did my student teaching under 
Mrs. Jeffers. I've never regretted my choice to work with families and 
children. 

What is your favorite dessert? 

Literally anything chocolate. Or mango. 

Are you a gardener? What kind of plants or flowers do you like to plant? 

Yes, I adore gardening.  Since I grew up in Southern Arizona, where to grow 
anything green besides cactus takes A LOT of effort and water, I'm 
fascinated by plants and flowers.  I live in a house surrounded by big trees, 
so I don't have any sun in which to grow veggies, otherwise I would. The 
shade has made me need to get creative with my plant choices, so I have 
a huge Hosta garden, a perennial garden with a lot of deer resistant plants 
and many pots for spots of color in which I love to have purple impatiens 
and coleus.  I get most of my annuals from the SAP plant sale and the 
greenhouse does an excellent job of providing a fun variety of both sun 
and shade choices. 

 

 

 

 

2017/2018 SAPSA 
BOARD MEMBERS 

President-Andy McNattin 

Vice President-Lauren Renner 

Communications- Emma 
Connolly 

Communications-Bee Peterson 

Secretary-Stephanie Snyder 

Treasurer-Jamie Mason 

Volunteer coordinator-Wendy 
Gordon 

*Come to our meetings, 
every 2nd Tuesday of the 
month at 6:30pm. 

 
 

 
 

 Follow us on 
Facebook at:  

Saint Anthony Park School 
Association-SAPSA 
 

 Follow us on Instagram 
at: 

Saintanthonyparkelementary 
 

 Use the hashtag: 
#sapelementary when 
posting on social media! 
 

 Follow us on Twitter: 
@stanthony_spps 
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 2018 Plant Sale Fundraiser: May 10-11  

Beautify your gardens while supporting St. Anthony Park 
Elementary by shopping SAPSA’s plant sale on May 10-11 
(Thursday and Friday). We source beautiful, sustainably 
grown plants from local nurseries. Choose from a wide variety 
of annuals and perennials including hanging baskets, patio 
pots, herbs, vegetables, and pollinator packs. Select items will 
be available for pre-order after spring break -- keep an eye 
out for the form! Order in advance to guarantee your desired 
items and receive bulk discounts on annual flats.  

New things for this year’s sale: 

 Online option for pre-orders 
 Mother’s Day (or “just because”) arrangements 

available at the sale  
 We will raffle off two professionally designed container 

gardens (retail value $150 each). Earn one raffle ticket 
for each pre-order and each tent purchase of $20 or 
more! 

Due to construction, we will have to move the sale from our 
usual spot by the school’s main entrance to a new location 
(to be determined). We rely on heavy foot traffic to meet our 
fundraising goals for this event. Please make an extra effort 
track us down, buy some plants, and support programs for St. 
Anthony Park Elementary students!  

 

Questions? Contact Summer Martins 
(summermartins@gmail.com) or Kate Galle 
(kategalle@me.com), Plant Sale Co-Chairs. 

 

 
 

Temporary Building Changes 

Start April 9! 

Please remember that when you come 
back to school on April 9, we will be 
using different doors to come in.  The 
main entrance will move to the 
kindergarten doors, at the southwest 
corner of the building near the 
playground.  You will also be able to 
come in the doors by the gym in the 
morning.  Buses will still drop off on 
Knapp, but we ask all drop-offs in cars 
to be on Gordon Avenue only. 

The other big change is that the main 
office will move to the other side of the 
building for the rest of the year.  When 
you come in the kindergarten doors, 
we will be straight ahead, in room 
1310.  Signs will show you the way. 

Thanks for your patience and flexibility 
as we move into this next phase of 
construction.   

 

Langford Rec news 

 Summer sports registration is 
now open! 

 Summer class/camp registration 
begins April 2nd.  

       *This includes Summer Blast* 

Facebook.com/langfordpark or 

Stpaul.gov/langfordrec 

651-298-5765 
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Kid’s Page 
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 Principal’s Page 

Dear St. Anthony Park Families: 

 

It was wonderful to see so many of you at parent-teacher conferences this month.  We always have 
almost 100% attendance, a sign of the strong partnerships between families and school at St. 
Anthony Park!  I hope you got a chance to hear about all your child’s strengths and to think about 
learning goals for the rest of the school year. 

The library is open!  (Check out the pictures in this newsletter.)  It has been really exciting to see the 
temporary walls come down and see the beautiful new space.  If you haven’t had a chance, stop 
by to see it.  I can’t wait until the rest of the building is done! 

Next week we will bid farewell to Mr. Ollmann as he starts his sabbatical leave in Mexico for the rest 
of the year.  When he comes back next year, I know he will share what he has learned with us.  Safe 
travels Mr. Ollmann, and thanks for the awesome MLK Program, 4th and 5th grade concert, and 
other wonderful musical experiences this year.  We will welcome Ms. Hickman as our music teacher.  
She brings a wealth of knowledge of vocal and other forms of music, and she is an award-winning 
saxophone player! 

As we come into spring, we start planning for next year.  Two key pieces of the planning are 
enrollment numbers and budget.   I will be receiving our school funding allocations in April, and the 
Site Council and I will host three meetings to share information with you.  I hope you can join us one 
of these times: 

Tuesday, April 24, 7:00-8:00 pm (childcare available) 

Thursday, April 26, 12:00-1:00 pm 

Friday, April 27, 8:30-9:30 am 

The rest of the year will go fast – talent show, spring carnival, running club, and Wolf Ridge will be 
here before you know it.   I hope you get some time over spring vacation to be with your children – 
read a book, go for a walk, play a game.  Turn off the screens and enjoy each other.  Those times 
with adults are some of the most valuable learning experiences you can give your child.   

 

Remember that my door is always open for your questions or concerns.  I hope to see you soon! 

 

Karen Duke, Principal 


